O WORKS T0 END DOMESTIC IDLENGE '

Benavidez also said, hewill talk tomen; on
on one; year-round about the meaning of
manhood and how that does not include-
physically assauting a partner. “Hf you think
thisiswhat it takes to make you aman, wow, :
let metellyouwhatittakestobeaman,”he
¥ said. - _
~ Benavidez joined other men invited |
& toacampaign kickoff Thursday afternoonaat .
the Longmont Safety and Justice Center.
Police Chief Mike Butler asked the men to
wear the white ribbons for the duration of

Dai the champaign and 1o take bags of nhbons
Longtnme activist and former pamph!etsandﬂlerstospreadtheword -
Longmont City Council member Dan ~  The campaign also will air 600

Benawdez voiced his opinions Thursday, June television spots on 10 cable channels over :
12 2008, after a pressentation given by thenextiwoweeks. ;
Longmont Police Chief Mike -Butler at the “Unfortunately, the scourge of
Safety and Justuce Center. The gathering was domestic violence is very much alive and
to help as a kickoff for-the While Ribbon wellinour community” Bultersaid.

Campaign, which joins.men working toward. ~ In 2006, the Longmont Police

- endingviolence against women. 2 Department handled 620 domestic-

- White Ribbons will now serve as violence cases. Butler said 82 percent of

‘message to identify men against domestic offenders were men and 18 percent were
- violence. By wearing white ribbons on their women, and-243 children ws’messed the

chests, men are: makmg a personal pledge to violence.

never participate in, excuse or remain sitent , Hrstoncaily, he saxd advocates for

aboutviolenceagainstwomenandgirls. °  domestic-violence victims have been
Dan Benavidez believes that a white- women, and the second annual campaign is

ribbon campaign is a two-week blghhght for seckingmentostepupasadvocates.

what men should be doing daily: learning, “We believe the missing voice isthe

teaching and preachmg against domestac voice of men,” Butler said. “We more or less

violence. © - have reiegated the difﬁcult and ofter dirty

“# is something you have gottodo ailthetlme work towomen.”

and it is something you must always have in - He said boys are more ﬁkely {o pay

your mind?” he said. : . attention to anti-violence messages from

Benavidez, a Longmont resident and_men; conversely, when men commit
Boulder County Colorado HUG Director, said violence in front boys, the behavior is
heis partlcularly -concerned about violence learned.

‘againstwomenin the Latono commumtv and “Sometimes, we have a 12-year~o!d v;cttm
is worried that the wh:te-nbbon campaign and afewyearswehavean 18or 19year—old
message won't penetrate their ccmmumty s offender” hesaid. '

'tlght circles. Material from LEVI alsoasks mento

Dunng the campavgn, sponsored by examine their feelengs and behawors
the Longmont Ending Vlolence Initiative and towardwomen. : :
supported by the Longmont Pohce Free ribbons are avaxlable at the
Department, ‘white ribbons will appear on Longmont Police Depriment, the Longmont
buildings, police cars and the chests of men Pubhc Library, the Twin Peaks Mall
who have pledged to nevér commit an act of information desk, Longmeont Umted
domlstxcwolence andto teach othermenand Hospital, thelobby of the Longmont Times-
boysvalues againstpartnerviolence.  Call,andthe Ed & RuthLehman YMCA.



