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Longmont men must stand up against domestic violence

. By Mike Butler
Special to the Times-Call

Today is Father’s Day, a day that
brings about genuine feelings of
love for our fathers and deep admi-
ration and honor for men who have
long track records of placing their
wives and children above their own
personal needs: Unfortunately, in
far too many homes in our commu-
nity, some husbands and fathers
stiuggle against the stresses of
their lives and perpetuate an atmo-

sphere that is filled with fear and vi-

olence. In approximately-20 percent
of those homes, the husbands and
fathers will encounter a police offi-
cer who will arrest them for domes-
tic violence — an event that has
long-lasting impact on their mar-
riages and children.

Domestic violence is the No. 1
crime problem in Longmont. Do-
mestic violence impacts several
thousand people annually in our

community as more people.are in-
jured as a result of domestie vio- -
lence than any other crime in our '
city. When people ask me if it is safe
to live in Longmont, I typically re-
ply that it depends upon who you

- live with. .

While there have been some re-

- markable efforts and continued pro-

jects that have impacted the seri-
ousness of domestic violence, we

‘are still fledglings in our capacity to .

sustain a reduction in the frequency
of oceurrences of domestic vio-
lence, We now believe we have dis-
covered a major missing pieceof
the puzzle, a piece that has the po-
tential-to significantly diminish do-
mestic violence in our community.
Interms of solutions and respons-
es toidomestic violence, the women
of our society and in Longmont have

- taken the lead. For years, it has

been only women who dared speak
up and stand up for those being vic-
t1m1zed It has also been only wom-

enwho would give voice to the im-
pact of domestic violence on our
children, within the workplace and
in our communities at large. For -
certain, women were and are, far
and away, the most victimized by
domestic violence.

Iam convinced the issue of do-
mestie violence will not be signifi-
cantly minimized until the men in
our community believe it is our is-
sue, too. I would challenge the insti-
tutions, the media and community
to re-think and alter our current
practices regarding the role men
can and should play in resolving our
community’s No. 1 public safety is-
sue, This is a crimethat has far-
reaching impact on both young men
and women.’

Until men begin o see domestic
violence as our problem Ibelieve
we will continue o spin in circles in

_ our attempts to mitigate domestic
. .violence. Institutions such as our

police department and our safe -

shelter are domg what they.canto -

‘respond to domestic violence, but

their approaches are reactionary
and symptom-based. Until we bring
men into the focus as being part of

- the solution, our families and ulti-

mately our community will contin- -
ue to see the unending cycle of boys:
mirroring the abusive behavior of
their fathers. This s a very tall or-
der givei the culture we live in, glv-

“-en the traditional roles men and

women have in our society, and giv-
en the current state of how we ad-
dress domestic violence. -

- There have recently been some
high-profile men speaking personal-

- ly about their role as a person in-

volved in domestic violence. They

* have very powerful stories to tell,

but we will need to enlist men as fa-
thers, as husbands, and as people

‘who love their families into a much

larger effort that speaks to preven-

_tion, that speaks to modeling behav-

ior for their sons, and that speak out

agamst the violent culture we 11ve
in.

Asthe popular phrase goes, it is. v

‘time to “man up” for an issue that

for far too long has been convenient-
1y relegated to women. I would in-
vite anyone who is interested to con-
tact me and join an effort that has -

_been entitled the “White Ribbon - -

Campaign.” Thisproject, sponsored
by the Longmont Ending Violence -
Initiative (LEVD), invites men to -
become a ma]or part of the solu-
tion.

We can offer several opportum-
ties on how you caii put your time,

.. creativity and energy towards mini-

mizing domestic violence in our

" community. Please call me at 303-

651-8533 or LEVI at 303-651-4534 if
you want more information or are
interested in participating in our”
White Ribbon Campaign. "

Mike Butier is chief of the Longmont Police Depart-
ment.



