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~ Message for men”

It’s time we spoke up and tooka
. stand against domestic violence in.
our community. For too long, we’ve
‘sat’on the sidelines thinking thisisa .
woman’s issue, butit’s not. It’sa
- community issue. There ismore
- . battering perpetrated against the
women in our community by their
“husbands and boyfriends than all -
the other violence in Longmont
‘combined: This type of violence
-, sadly continues at an alarming rate
_despite police, courts:and advocate
_group effortstostopit. .
"~ We turn ablind eye to our nieigh-
. bor’s-abuse’against his wife, think-. *
" ing it’s none of our business. It is
our business, and we need fo stand-
up and- tell the world we’re not go-
ing to tolerate it anymore. The fu- -
.. ture of our commumty and our fam—
ilies are at stake. "~ -
‘So what can the average man do
- ‘to make a difference? Startin your
own fam11y and community, First, .
if you’re an abuser, stop abusing ’ -
 andgethelp. -~ .-
_ Second, model a respectful be-
., havior toward: -‘women to your chil-
_ dren, especially your sons.
Third talk to your sons anid teach
them'to: be respectful toward wom- -,
. enand tell them that they should -
- never hita-woman or girl, If you’re
“a coach, teacher or scout leader, do
the same with the boys and young
- menyou mentor.
If you see another man abusmg a
‘woman or child, do something -
" about it! Intervene.or call thepo-
.. ice, Your actions could stop the - -
- abuse or prevent it from occurring
* thenext time. :
- Join frie and other men in the
- Longmont community who are tak-
ing a stand against domestic vio-
" lence durmg the White Ribbon
. Campalgn, June 10 to June 24; by
_ wearing a symbolic white rlbbon
“-and attending the “Voices of Men”
_eventat7p.m. on Monday, June 18,
vat LlfeBridge Chnstlan Chirech, -
S CRAIGEARHART’
I.ongmont Pollce Department .




