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raise awareness of
‘domestic violence

_ By Melanie M. Sidwell
Longmont Times-Call

LONGMONT — Talking
about domestic violence is
part of the job for Janice
Baker, the new development,
manager at the Safe Shelter
of the St. Vrain Valley.

But she sees how people’s °

faces change when she
shares that she also is a sur-

vivor of an abusive relation- -

“I'm not perceived to be-
.the face of a domestic vio-
lence victim,” said Baker,
43, addmg that her story.i is
not unique.

. “Iwear a suit. I'm happy.
P'm (re)married. I'm fortu-
nate; In the domestic vio-
lence world, I am a lucky
person because Idid not end’
up in the hospital or dead.
And that’s a sad thing to say
that I'm considered lucky.”

One in every four women
will experience domestic vi-
olence in her lifetime, ac-

.cording to the National
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence.

. InColorado, more than
1,000 people each day sought
services last year, according
to the 32 of the 46 domestic
violence programs in the
state.

And Longmont accounts
for 46 percent of all domestic
abuse cases in Boulder
County, according to the
Safe Shelter.

- The Longmont nonproﬁt is
highlighting October, which
is Domestic _Viol‘ence Aware-
ness Month, with a series of
events, including fundrais-
ersand a candlehght vigil.

“It’s not a women’s and’
children’y 1ssue 1t’s an.ev-

Shelter reports. And while -
_the nonprofit offers shelter

Icounse]mg to'all victims of
domesti¢abuse.

“It’s the subtlety of the .
things that happen that you
don’t realize it’s happemng

It’s an eve

.-Nonproﬁt aims to

‘Baker said.

She met her first husband
in 1996 while living in Texas,
where he was on a job as-
signment, He was charis-
matic and charming, writ-
ing her “incredible” love let-
ters, shesaid. -

They soon married and
moved to northern Colorado,
where he was from. Withina
year, their first child was
born, and she became a
stay-at-home mother.

But, she says now, “by the
end of my pregnancy, I real-,
ized that the person I knew
in Texas was not the person
in front of me.”

Her husband began to
cause rifts between the cou-

ple and her East Coast fami- -

ly and so her parentsand .~
five siblings lessened con-

) tact with her, she'said. His

were her-only social

“I had no friends here, no
famlly here. Iwas already )

: »Then one day, while mov-

.ing a desk, she discovered

hidden bottles of ligquor and

- realized the glasses of water
he drank throughout the day -

He’sold her car, leav-

were actually clear alcohol
such as gin or vodka.

Her husband began to de-
mand receipts for all hey
purchases. She said he be-
gan to shove and threaten
her at home, once pushmg
her down the stairs.

A friend, one of the few
who knew of the escalating °
violence, asked Baker: “Is
this the kind of example you
want to set for your child?”

Baker said the couple got
into an argument at a public
summer concert when her
husband, who had been

drinking, grabbed her arms .

and shoved the mother and
child to the ground.

He then blamed her for
falling with their chﬂd she
said.

“I think when thmgs had -

-moved into public, it was re-
- ally dangerous; a hne had. .
been crossed because heno
. longer cared if people saw

his actions,” Baker said. “We
were at great risk.”
Baker said an-abused

‘woman will attempt to leave
" anaverageof seven times
because the barriers are nu-

merous — from finding a
place to stay to-affording day
carefor children toloving
the remorseful abuser “be--

" me liar to my face.”

‘riage ended, the intindi

Lewis Geyer/Times-Call
Safe Shelter of St. Vrain' Valley development manager Janice Baker is a domestic violence survivor

 herself. The Longmont nonprofit is highlighting October, which is Domestic Violence Awareness Month,
with a series of events, mcludmg fundralsers and a candlehght vigil.

chuse you want to believe it.” .

Baker said she sought help
after her husband shoved her
‘and threw her into the door of
his office in the presence of
their toddler. He had become
angry after calculating she
“owed him $33,000 a year in
lost income” so she could
stay home and rajse their .

child, she said. He chased her-

with their child out of the

building and onto the street.
- She found a hotel. She

found help from a local do-

.mestic abuse center. She

found a therapist for their

‘child. She found an attorney.

She went home and found her
art studio trashed, an ice
pick used to stab her woodén
desk and glasswork, she said.
. “I'was terrified. Thad no
current skills for work. I had
no job: I had nowhiere to go: I
had no money. It was a tough
situation to walk away from,”

‘she said. “When it ended, I

hadhid it so'well, people”
were stunned. People called

After their five-y

i0]
contirtued — she said he at:
tacked her after a court hear-
ing in front of their lawyers
and police personnel, and he
would block her car)and :

‘her ex and thej) L
‘one day havé a healthy rela-

" threaten’her “}hen she
.dropped off their child for
supervised visits.

Still, Baker earned a de- -
gree in women’s studies and
attended a master’s degree
program for conflict resolu-
tion. She worked forlegal

- services helping women.

And in 2003, after she had a
double mastectomy because
of breast cancer, she mar-
ried a “gentle soul” with two
grown children. - .

-Her child, now in those
“tween years," has super-
vised visits with her ex-hus-
band, Baker said, though
she has spent $50,000 in court
fees to maintain theirrela- -
tionship in a safe, super-
vised setting.

- “Asa parent, you look at
what you've left, but the
child is still 11v1ng that life,”
she said,

‘Baker said she fears what '
the statistics say about chil-

* dren of domestic violence —
that those who witness it are

likely to carry that pattern
of abuse into their relation-
ships with'a partner and -
their own children.

- But she said she wishes
childean

tionship and that her child
reaks the cyele_of abuse

fand: awareneds,
" “That is my hope, _Baker ;
said. - ’ N
Melanie M. Sidwell can be reached at

303-684-5274 or msidwell@times-
cafl.com.
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