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. IDNGMONT Michael: - Momson.
thinks of if like th.lS’ About 10 percent of
domestic. violence offenders’ he. treats .
walk away ffom therapy changedmen.
‘About 80-percent Jearn some lessons
frofm treatment-and: apply themi to thelr
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re-offending.”

Morrison, whose office is in
Longmont, provides court-or-
dered therapy for men who have
been convicted.of domestic vio-
lence offenses. The standard
treatment program is one Ses-
sion a week for 36 weeks. Inmore
serious cases, the court orders
52 weeks of therapy.

“q don’t think there’s a cure

per se,” said Morrison, who has
worked with. domestlc violence
offenders’ for about 35 years.
“Like other addictive behaviors,

_they. have to learn how to deal

with things in a different way. It
takes a lot of hard work and ef-
fort.”

Today -is the start of a two-

week campaign that officials :

with the Longmont Ending Vio-

) lence ‘Initiative, LEVI, orga-
nized to enlist and engage men -

to fight domestic violence,

The Father’s Day Whife Rib-
bon Campaign, ~ which runs
through June 24, is designed to
rally men in the community to
reach out to other men, teens
and boys to raise'-awareness
about domestic violence. :

Because men dre the offend-
ers in most dorhestic violence
cases, - police and commumty
leaders hdpe the campaign will
help-educate othérs:about the is-

-sue and help stemn the tide of cas-

es in Longmont.

National agenc1es report that

Jlence unit in 1897.
Domestic violence does niot af—- i
fect only its vietims, Malsam’ .

* and the comimunity as a whole.
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en are the aggressors in more
than 90 percent of all domestic
violence incidents. i

Longmont ‘police, however, ar-
rested “men 77 percent of the
time and. women 23 -percent-of .
the time in the 746 domestic vio-
lence cases officers handled in
2005, police records show.

Those percentages are typical
for Longmont and most of the
Front Range, Longmont Police
Officer Greg Malsam said; in
Boulder County, men are the ag-
gressors in about 75 percent of
cases, he said. .. N

Malsam has been handlmg do-
mesti¢ violence cases for more’

than 30 years; he started the

city’s two-person domestle vio-

said. It hurts chxldren, familiés,.
friends, co-workers,. compames,

“What 1 would really like to

. people — Jmen.in

volved and hold each other de-
¢countable, or hold everybody ac-’

: countable,” Malsam said.

“Instead of just asking, ‘Why
doesn’t she leave?’ we should be

_asking ‘Why does hé do that?*”

Butthereisno pat answer why

hlt y. hurt threat

see. is .men, become more in- leir pai

to . vxolence or mtumdatlon
sometimes is a learned behav-

ior, he said. Others succumb to-

stereotypes of male behavior
and view backing down or walk-

- ing away s weak, Morrison

sald
:Some offenders resort to

i- - threats. and . violence ‘becauise
they feel like they re losing con-
ver a'wife or. girlfnend he'

"Aﬁger isn’tbad. It’s what you do with it.”
' Mictiael Morrison, d licensed
: professional counselor

ing macho and tough, he added.
Morrison, tries to téach do-

mestic' violence . offenders to

learn how to avoid escalating'a

situation by walking away or-

takinga “time out.”
He also works with the men to

.help them identify their feelings.
Morrison believes most ‘anger
stems from one of-three emo-.

tions: fear, sadness or hurt.
*“Midway through their treat-

'ment he asks offenders “Can.

. ah_ybody make you angry?”

“Initially, everybody says, ‘Of
course,’- But then they begin to

_recognize that they’re responsi-
ble for. their feelings, and they

recognize’ that- the person
they’re deahng with is not the
problem

He ‘added, “Anger isn’t bad
It’s what you do with, 1t »

‘Rachel Carter cabé reachad-at 303-684-

5246 or rcarter@times-call:icom.



