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'LONGMONT ~ Whilé the sxgns canbe subtle and
difficult to seefrom within a-relationship, a new ro-
mantic partner can give hints at future abuse, accord-
ingto local experts on dorestic violence:

"Still, Cheryl Swanson of the Longmont Ending Vio-.
lence Imtlauve said'sometimes it is up to friends and
loved ones to spot potential problems and help out; es- -
peclally aginstatices of domestlc v101ence re seen in
younger people o

She said $ locally have been 1dent1f1ed as.
young as 12 nd 13 y'f rs old ‘
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recogmze the symptoms should -
‘seek help and reconsxder the re-
lationship, they said.

For adolescents who may be
suffering at the hands of a:
boyfriend or girlfriend, parents
may be the first to catch on to
troublesome behaviors.

“He calls 20 timies a day. Isn’t

‘that cute? No, that’s kind of
-creepy, Mom,” Swanson said.
Potential victims of domestic
violence may be flattered by in-
-tense interest from new love in-
terests, which could prevent

them from seeing problems and

have them fall info routine ac-

ceptance of their partner’s de-

mands and behaviors, they said.
Parents should consider falk-

ing to.children.about appropri- . -

ate dating expectatlons, Swan-
son and Gail said.

- tion of Domestic Violence Awar

' “The k1ds are Just gettmg mvolved in relatlonshlps
. much’ younger,” SWanson sai :

- LEVI and Safé Shelter of §
events and displays scheduled

residents information and resources, mcludmg dlS- ‘

plays at the Longmont Public Library. . .= - o
Swanson and Sarah Gail; cutteach coordlnator for

Safe Shelter of St. Vrain Valley, said “whirlwind” ro- -

. mances, jealousy, possessiveness and controlhng be-
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havmr can hint at future abuse Women Or men who
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“Talk to them way earlier
.. then you'think you should have |

~ to about healthy relationships,”

Swanson said.” - -
Italsois unportant for fnends
and family-of anyone who is wor-

'ried about their relationship te.

 lieve them at the very least,”
. Swanson said. .

listen and believe someone who
may feel trapped or vietimized.

“Just listen to them and be-

- Gail said supporters should
talk to potential victimsinan . -
environment:where they feel
'safe .

g Pierrette 1. Shields can be reached at 303 e
6845273, orby e-maal at pshrelds@t|mes~
calt.com. .






