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-LONGMONT — Domestxc
‘violence reports and arrests

-are h'1gher in Longmont

than in neighboring com-
munities; but Longmont po-
Tlice see the numbers asa
"positive. -

“I firmly beheve that the
citizens of Longmiont do-
care. ... 'Our citizens are
more willing to teport (do-
mestic violence). They are
not afraid to call the police,”

said Sgt. Greg Malsam, who ~ 3988
is half of the Longmont Po- . -

lice Department’s domestic

VIOLENCE:

wrote in an e-mail to the
Times-Call about the new

“statistics. “If you were to

study the other communi-
ties in Boulder County, you
would not find the compre-

hensive effort in those com-

munities fo educate, o build
public awareness or.a police
department that has dedi-
cated its organization to
dealing with (domestic vio-
lence) at the level Long-
mont has done.” C
Butler said the numbers
are not a barometer of the

Jevel'of violence in the city.

“Bottom line, (domeétic .
violence) occurs in every
community at asimilar
rate,” he wrote. “The differ-

= ences in*reported numbers

will largely be dependent on
what communities and their .
pohce departments are do-

violence unit, the only one
of its’kind in Boulder Coun-
ty. “A’lot of times it is wit-

nessgs or it is people who
say; ‘I'just woke up, and I
heard a loud screaming
frompiext door.””.
14:2008, Longmont police
took 320 domestlc violence

oulder police took
55 reports, and the Boulder

- Couiity Sheriff’s Office took

25. L&fayette and Louisville

e-person arrestsin
jc violence mcldents

mg to encourage higher re-

‘porting rates. In our minds,
our commumty ismuch
more successful in dealing

_with (domestic violence)
because of the strategies we.

have developed and imple-
mented.” .
According to LEVI, half
of Colorado’s murders’are
committed by current or

recent high-profile crimes
in Boulder County have

brought the statistic into fo--

cus. In Bo_ul_der last week,
Philip F. Dileo shotand -
killed his wife and son be-

‘fore turning the gun on him- -

self in the family’s home. -
Police reported that Dlleo

_ InApril, Boulder pollce
reported that’ 39-year-old '

“Robert Bryant Oakley had
-lured his wife, Katelin Rose
Oakley, to his home, where
he shot. her They were sepa-

i has been arrested m her
past intimate partners, and - death

both people involved: Boul-
der made 295 single arrests
and 42 dual arrests. The
shériff’s office made 140
smgle arrestsand 14 dual
arrests. The 2008 statistics
showa patt' In mmﬂar to
2007 data. -3 -

Malsam sald Longmont’
numbers may be so much
higher because the depart-
ment’s. pohcy istoreport in-
cidents in case-something
criminal occurslatér. The
reports would theli serve to
reveal a patternash
Detective Sara Pierce fol-
low-up on domesticviolence
investigations.

rating. In June 2008, Alfred
Michael Strauss was sen-
tenced to 25 years in prison’
~ for stabbing to death his ex-
wife in August 2007 in the

ngmont
the 2006 homiicide
Pec_hin may have i
demestic vmlence

. woman for the Boulder Po-:
lice Department, said it is
possible that Longmont’s
cominunity effortson do-
mestic violence have result-
. edinhigher reportmg num-
bers.”

“They have:really gone at
thati issue,’ 7 ghesaid. “T |
think it is conceivable that
that has resultedin people .
being more willing to pick
up the phone and call. I do
know that education can
make a big difference.”

Boulder home they shared. .

2007 statistics

7 Longmont has h1gh reports of domesuc
= | violence; pohce credit. tlzen wgllanoe

MOREIFORMA;vNT

Longmont Director of
Public Safety Mike Butler
said the police department
has worked with organiza-
tions like the Longmont
Ending Violence Initiative
to reach out to residents
through education and rela-
tionships to encourage re-

4 vportmg

' “LEVLhas also; sponsored
gmumerable events such as

-the white ribbon campaign

2
commumty regardmg {do-

'mestlc v1olence) ‘Butler

Please see VIOLENCE onA3

Domestic wolence reports in and, around Longmont

Annually, the Domestic Abuse Prevention Project (DAPP) compﬂes the domestic -
violence statistics of all law enforcement agencies |n Boulder County for the
previous year.
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Huntley said Boulder

" doesn’t have similar com-

munitywide efforts and that
law enforcement can’t ad-
dressthei issuealone.”
" “To my knowledge, our _
' cxty has not/dealt with do-

;.maestic v101ence the way . .

Longmont has, from (differ-
ent perspectives),” she said.

v
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‘Still, Huntley added, the
- statistics about police in-
volvement don’t necessarily
tell a story about the preva-
lence of domestic violence.

. “You have to be cautious
with these statistics to draw .
conclusions about what they -
say about a community,”

she said.



